The therapist's legal duty when the patient may be violent.
This article reviews the legal basis for the psychiatrist's duty to protect third parties who are foreseeably endangered by their patients. Cases illustrating how courts decide whether the duty exists and whether it was violated are presented. Courts are impressed by, and clinicians should know about, threats to particular individuals, existence of a credible motive for violence, and a past history of violence. The importance of careful note taking and obtaining consultation about these cases is stressed.